							Name: _____________________
Guided Questions: Book 11
1.) What ritual does Odysseus perform in order to meet the dead in the underworld?


2.) What favor does Elpenor ask of Odysseus?


3.) “The first soul that came up was that of my own man Elpenor, for he had not yet had his burial in the wide bosom of Earth. So urgent we had felt our other task to be that we had left his corpse unburied and unwept in Circe’s house” (Homer 172). What can you infer from this quote about the Greek culture?



4.) What does Tiresias do in order to speak to Odysseus?


5.) Why does Poseidon hate Odysseus? What did he do?


6.) What does Tiresias tell Odysseus about his future after he returns home?


7.) Why does Odysseus stop telling his story on page 180?


8.) In this book Tiresias tells Odysseus about his entire future from that point in the book until his death. If you had the option of knowing how your whole life played out would you want to know? Why or why not?




9.) What do you think Odysseus learned in this book? What was the point in going to the underworld?




10.) How is this underworld similar or different from the “underworld” you imagine?
